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ABSTRACT: This paper presents the results of a workstiop on the conservation of
Brazilian bats held in November 1995, The event counted on the participation of 14
researchers who discussed the conservation status of 138 currently recognized species
of Brazilian bats, indicating which may be considered threatened, as well as those
insufficiently known but which in some cases are presumably threatened, Here we report
on the criteria used to evaluate the status of each Brazilian bat species, and present the
resulting list of those nine ones which, by consensus, were regarded as threatened,
along with some suggestions for conservalion measures,
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RESUMO: Trabalhando com as categorias de espécies ameacadas de extingio da TUCN:
a experiéncia do Semindrio sobre a Conservagao dos Morcegos Brasileiros. O presente
trabalho apresenta os resultados de um semindrio para conservagio dos morcegos
brasileiros, realizado em novembro de 19935, Na ocasido, os 14 pesquisadores participantes
discutiram o “status” de conservagio de 138 espécies brasileiras de morcegos, indicando
uma relagiio de espécies que encontram-se sob alguma forma de ameaca, bem como uma
relagio de espécies insuficientemente conhecidas, que podem, em alguns casos, estarem
tamhém ameagadas. Sio apresentados aqui os critérios usados para a avaliagio de cada
espécie de morcego brasileiro, além da lista das nove espécies que, por consenso, foram
consideradas ameacadas de extingio ¢ as medidas sugeridas para a conservagio deste
SrUpo.

Palavras-Chave: conservagio, morcegos, Brasil, espécies ameagadas

Introduction

Since the late 19707, a number of Brazilian specialists have carried out
informal meetings in order to exchange experiences and ideas concerning
taxonomy and field research on bats. Most recently, the key issue has been an
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evaluation of species which should be considered threatened, considering that
there is no representative of this mammal group on the 1989 “Official List of
Species of Brazilian Fauna Threatened with Extinction” (Bernardes et al., 1990).

In November 1995, the Mello Leitio Museum of Biology, Santa Teresa,
Espirito Santo, organized and hosted a “Workshop on the Conservation of Brazilian
Bats™ in collaboration with the Brazil Program of Conservation International,
Belo Horizonte, Minas Gerais. The event counted on the participation of 14
researchers who discussed the conservation status of 138 currently recognized
species of Brazilian bats, indicating which may be considered threatened, as
well as those insufficiently known but which in some cases are presumably
threatened.

Here we report on the criteria used to evaluate the status of each species,
and present the resulting list of those which, by consensus, were regarded as
threatened, along with some suggestions for conservation measures. The results
of this workshop were sent to the Brazilian Institute of Environment and Natural
Renewed Resources (IBAMA), the government institution responsible for
wildlife. IBAMA approved officially the list proposed by the group through the
government directive n®, 062 June 17", 1997, and included these bats on the
official Brazilian List.

Methods

Criteria for Defining the Status of Brazilian Bats

The criteria used followed those recently published by the World
Conservation Union - IUCN (IUCN, 1994), based on the Mace-Lande categories,
first proposed in 1991 (Mace & Lande, 1991). These take into consideration the
geographic range of the taxa, and estimates concerning population size and decline,
especially those resulting from the degradation or loss of habitat.

De to the lack of information on the population status of Brazilian bats, the
need was felt, however, to adopt two further criteria. The first of these was a
qualitative assessment of the adaptive capacity of the species to environmental
disturbance, and the second was a similarly qualitative assessment of the degree
of environmental degradation within the respective species known range. The
criteria were used to place each species in one of four status categories adopted
during the Workshop were as follows:

Threatened - Critically Endangered (CR)

The “Critically Endangered” category adopted by the IUCN (1994) is defined
for species, which are considered to be facing a high risk of extinction in the
wild in the immediate future. The criteria used included: population reduction






