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Stegastes trindadensis n. sp. (Pisces: Pomacentridae), a new
damselfish from Trindade Island, off Brazil

Jodo Luiz Gasparini!, Rodrigo L. de Moura® & Ivan Sazima®

ABSTRACT: Sregastes trindadensis, a new damselfish of the fuscus-dorsopunicans-
variabilis complex, is described from Trindade Island, volcanic formation about 1. 160
km off the Brazilian coast. The new species differs from its congeners of this complex by
the following combination of characters: 11% scale rows from 4™ lateral line scale to
anus; absence of a reduced opercular scale immediately anterior 1o opercular spine;
region between nape and second dorsal fin vivid yellow in juveniles. This is the third
species of damselfish described from Brazilian oceanic islands.
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RESUMO: Stegastes trindadensis sp. n. (Pisces: Pomacentridae), uma nova espécie de
peixe-donzela da llha da Trindade, Brasil. Sregastes trindadensis, uma nova espécie
de Sregastes do complexo fuscus-dorsopunicans-variabilis, é descrita da Ilha da
Trindade, formagio vulcinica distante cerca de 1.160 km da costa do Brasil. A nova
espécie diferencia-se das outras espécies do género pela seguinte combinagio de
caracteres: 11% escamas na série da quarta escama da linha lateral até o dnus; auséncia
da escama reduzida no opérculo imediatamente anterior ao espinho opercular; regido da
nuca até a segunda nadadeira dorsal amarelo vivido nos juvenis. Esta € a terceira espécie
de Sregastes descrita de ilhas ocefinicas brasileiras.

Palavras-Chave: Peixes recifais brasileiros, Pomacentridae, Sregastes, llha da Trindade,

Brasil, Atlintico Sul ocidental

Introduction

The genus Stegastes Jenys, 1842, is diagnosed by the following combination
of characters: margin of suborbital and preopercle with distinct serrations; notch
between pre and suborbital absent; teeth of jaws uniserial, relatively long and
close-set; suborbital scaled; snout scaled to nostrils; body depth 1.6-2.3 in SL;
dorsal fin spines 12-14 (Allen, 1991).
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Thirty-three species of this genus are known from the Tropical Indo-Pacific
and Atlantic oceans (Allen, 1991). Two species of Stegastes of the fuscus-
dorsopunicans-variabilis complex (sensu Greenfield & Woods, 1974) are
known from oceanic islands in the western South Atlantic (Allen, 1991); Stegastes
rocasensis (Emery, 1972) from Atol das Rocas and Fernando de Noronha
Archipelago, and S. sancripauli Lubbock & Edwards, 1981 from Saint Paul’s
Rocks (Emery, 1972; Lubbock & Edwards, 1981). These two species are
regarded as closely related to each other and to Stegastes variabilis (Castelnau,
1855) (Emery, 1972; Lubbock & Edwards, 1981),

A new species of Stegastes was collected during a recent ichthyological
survey on Trindade [sland (20°30° 8, 29°19"W), a volcanic formation about 1,160
km off the Brazilian coast (Figure 1). Previous ichthyological surveys at Trindade
Island recorded Eupomacentrus caudalis (Miranda-Ribeiro, 1919) and
Pomacentrus fuscus (Carvalho, 1950), both undoubtedly referring to the new
species described herein, the only known Stegastes from this island.

155
TRINDADE
ISLAND
il
v
RJ
=200 km
4° 35+ Kb =

Figure 1. Map of the western South Atlantic and Brazilian coast. Armrow indicates Trindade
Island (20°30° 8, 29°19°W), a volcanic formation about 1, 160 km off Brazil. Abbreviations:
BA, ES and RIJ: States of Bahia, Espirito Santo and Rio de Janeiro. respectively,







